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TO THE COMRADES AND WORKING MEN:

Look over the advertising in your paper. Patron-
ize those who pat~onize you. Remember those who
don’t advertise in a labor paper are unfair to labor
and are not worthy of your patronage.

CAPITALIST PREAS RESORTS TO UNTRUTHS.

The Charleston Gazette has evidently decided that the rising tlde of
Socialism must be checked, and in it issue ol Septembzr 13th, it sats
about the task In earnest. Aft:r devoiing over half a column spare to
Tar from “glittering” generalitics, having little ot no connectlon with the
subject which it finally tries to discuss, it malkes ihe profowmd slate-
ment that Socialism has been ceied, and that it “has never charged tha
nature of human beings.”

The statement that Socialism has bLeea tried, is absolat»ly untrue, and
It seems scarcely credible that the Gazette writer did not know that he
was uterlng an wntruth when miude the assertion. We challenge Lilm
to show where any state or natloa has ever besn organized on a Sociai-
istic basis,

he

Since Secialism has never been trizl, it 2 impossible to say just what
effect it would have om the “nature of human beings.” But Cuapitalism
has been tried—for two hundred years it has been tried—and its efTect
both upon humanity and the “natuce of human beings,” I8 well known,
and constitutes the strongest indictment against it. In evaery nation
where it has been introduced, it has debasel an-d polluied the “nature
of human beings.” The pimp, the prostitute, the profezsional politician
amul grafter, the :-bribing senator, the hosts of criminals and degenerates,
these arve fitting commentaries on the effects of capitalism on the
“nature of human beings.” Wherever it has set its foot. Capltalism
has built up vast fortunes on the one hand, and created hordes of hungry
and unemployed wretches on the other. This is not caused by the in-
nate vileness of the *“*human nature,” either of the capitalists or the
workers, It is slmply the natural working out of econom!s lz7wa It s
the natural result of the ownership by a CLASS of the means upon which
all depend for life.

To s0 arrange the system of production and distribution that no man
who s willing to work shall be denied the privilege, and that no man
who does not work shall receive of the products of labor, I8 the object of
the Soclalist Party. To the paid répresentative of coal, land, timber and
railroad companies, which live upon the necessities of the people, this
may seem llke *‘voo-deoism,” and “quackery,” but to the thousands of
poverty stricken, unemployed workingmen in Waest \'il'ginln._ it is begin-
ning to appear their only hope. Surely, the ownership by ALL the peo-
ple of the means of lite, could not bring any greater distress upon them
than does the present system, which is founded on the owmership fi' the
means of life by PART of the people,

The argument about “changing human nature,” is old, 1t is also very
foolish. 1Is that, then, the test to be applied to every proposed change in
our laws or government? DMuost we ask, “will it change hnman nature,”
and if the auswer be “neo,” shall we reject it? Evidently that is the
opinion of the Gazette writer. But in the first part of bis editorial he
makes it plainly apparent that in his opinion it is impossible to “change
human nature."”

There is only one conclusion to be drawn from this: You can't change
human nature, It is useless to pass laws that de not change human
nature.  Therefore, it is useless to pass any laws, or make any effort
towards establishing a more just, humane and sensible system of govern-
ment. Our present government is fonnded upon systematic robbery, but
don’t try to change it. for “you can't change the nature of human beings.”

“There are too many patriot graves, too many home owners and home
Iovers to make it possible to spit upon the flag with impunity or to over-
turn the work of the fathers upon light cause.”

The Socinllst Party is not trying to besmirch the flag. God knows it
has been befouled enough. When it comes mito power, as it surely will,
it will cleanse the flag of the filth which has been cast upon it. The men
who have disgraced it, who have made our government a mockery, our
flag an emblem of shame rather than of glory, are the boodling, bribing
corporations, and their corrupt and servile tools, the corporation lawyers,
the professional politicians amd grafters. 1t is these men who hava
made every State capital from Maine to California, from Washington to
Wiest Virginia, a cesspool of vorruption, and representative government a
meaningless term. Some of the men who have “spit upon the flag"” are in
the United States Senate.

The Gazette writer is evideutly entirely iznorant of the science of eco-
nomics, as evidenced by the article in question, and later effusions. We
have not space in this editorial to enlighten him. but we suggost that if
the learned gentleman would omit his studies of the dead languages for a
few davs, and read some simple book on eclementary economics, he might
be able to write much more intelligemtly on Socialism.

TWO KINDS OF JIMMIES,

everyhody knows what a jimmy even if they have never
It Is & small bar ol steel, and is used by unemployed, desperate
workingmen to force their way into houses in order to rob them, The
burglar does not rob the homes of the poor. He selects the houses of the
rich, and in the dead of umight forces his way through the door or win-
dow, and carries off whatever of value he can secure. The house he on-
ters has bheen built by some of his workingclass brothers. The wealth ho
carries away has been produced by the working class, and stolen from
1them.

Nearly
used one.

is,

IT the wiclder of the jimmy is caught. he is relentieszly prosecuted.
He is seized by a hrother workingman—peoliceman—and thrust into jail.
The jnils are all built by the working clagg, for the working ciass. He
is tried before a capitalist judge, amid sentenced to a long term in the
penetentiary—also built by workinsmen, for workingmen. While he i=
imﬁri:-:mmd his family, if he has< one, mwayv beg. starve. or steal, or go to
the Devil in any way which they chobse,
this respect, for theyw

They have perfect freecom in
are in a free conntry. 1If they choose to steal,
rather than to starve, they may go to jail also.
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Once known to be a jimmy wielder, a man is marked for life. He is

ever under the surveillance of the police. In every city in the country

they have his picture and Bertillion measurements. His every move is
watched. On the slighlest suspicion he is arreswed and thrown into jaii.

He Is universally considered a dangerous and “undeslrabl_e" citizen. 1f

he succeed in his efforts, the burglar may make a fairly comfortable liv-

ing, though his every waking moment is hawmted by the fear of detection.

The prison stares him in the face at every turn. The capitalists recognize

in him an enemy to their class, and they put the whole machinery of gov-

ernment at work to suppress him. i

There is another kind of a jimmy, that is as far superior to the burg-
lar’s jimmy as a ninety horsepower automobile is to a stage coach. 1
too is made out of steal. It is a three-sided affair. On come side is in-
sceribed the word “rent,” on the other “profit”, and on the thirg side “in-
terest.” Like the burglar's jimmy, it is used to force a way into houses,
But not into the liouses of the capitalist class. It Is used by capitaliscs
to force their way into the homes of workingmen. By the use of this
wonderful instrument the owner of it forces his way into the homes of
workingmen; amd earries therefrom about everything worth taking.
Books, pictures, musie, leisure, health, happiness, even virtae are taken
away. DMore than that, sometimes he even takes the home Itself.

But the wielder of this superior kind of jiMimy does not do his robbing
at night. He has no cause for concealment. Society as a whole includ-
ing the working class that he robs, honors him. If ke fail in his cffort
to enter homes and carry away the wealth therein, he is pitied. If he
succeed, he is honored. Instead of being sent to jail, he is sent to Con-
gress. The working class do not look upon him as their enemy. They
look upon him as a genius, a zreat man. His life is not one of hardship,
fear and worry, but of luxury and ease. No prison snres him in the fnce,
The magic jimmy he owms is the surest safeguard against such a calamity.

The Capitalist class are class-consclous. The capitalists recognize the
fact that the man who lives by forcing his way intn their houses aned
carrying off their wealth—even if it is stolen wealth—is an enemy. DBy
no argument, however shrewdly concocted, could you convince o canital-
st that a burglar's interests and his interests are identical. HHe knows
better. He wants to keep the wealth in his possessinz. The burglar
wants to take it from him. There is no identity of interesi there.

But the working class are not class consclous. They do not recognize
the wielder of the jimmy—the man who robs their homes—-as an cnemy.
Some of them even can he made to thimk that he is theis friend, and
that his interests and theirs are the same.

A workingman robs a capitalist of some of bis stolex wealth.
Capitallsts send him to prison.

A Capitalist robs countless working class honies.
him to Congress.

Truly it has been said that it takes all kinds of fools to make up thse
world. The majority of them belong to the working class.

The

The worliers send

FIRED FOR THINKING.

The Cabin Creek mining companies have taken the last possible step
towards reducing the miners to absolute servitude. They have began to
discharge their men for thinking. Last week the ‘Wake Forest Mlninlg
Company discharged Comrade J. F. Meadows. The sole reason assigned
was that Meadows had been active in propagsating Socialism. He hnd
been thinking, and had urged others to think. Ee refused to let the coi-
pany do his thinking for him. That is the most deadly crime, in the
eyes of the Capitalists, that a man ecan commit. It is bad for him to
join unions, or strike but to really thinlk, that is a beinous offense, For
what would become of Capitalism if the workers once began to think for
themselves? .

Comrade Meadows may now find another master, or he may starve, un-
less he prefers to beg or steal,

But, we wonder if the coal companies are not making a mistake. The
experiment of changing a man's religious or political views by force, has
been tried over and over again during‘ the last several thousand years,
and has always proved a failure. We believe it always will fail. Once a
man gets started to thinking, the enly way you can stop him {is to kill
him, and when you do that, you only make other people think fhe more.
We believe that for every Socialist the coal companies discharge, there
will be a score to take their places. ' ':‘r ;

IFor there are some things that even n West Virginia coal miiner will
not stand, patient and submissive though he is. Yor Years the coal com-
panies, by lorce ‘and violence, have prevented the miners from organiz-
ing. They have hired thugs to beat and murder union men and union
orvganizers. They have forced them to live in hovels, they have stripped
them of all but the barest necessities of life, they have robbed them in
every conceivable manner, they have allowed thousands of them to be
killed amd maimed in prevéntable accidents.

To all this the miners have submitted with ass-like stupidity, meekly
doing the masters' will, and voting to continue such conditions on elec-
tion day. Now, they have begun to think. Brutal guards have clubbed
them into thinking. Empty stomachs and sl'nrving families have forced
them to think, and all the power of organized capital will never be able
to stop them. Clubbed, starved, maimed and murdered. To all this they
have submitted. Now the companies would go a step farther. They
would shackle their brains, padlock their lips. They seeck to make think-
ing a crime.

If the miners submit to such treatment they deserve the slavery which
is theirs. A rebelllous slave excites our pity, our sympathy, our ad-
miration; a doclle slave only contempt.

THIE CITY SHOULD OWN THE V "ATER, AND LIGHT PLANT.

Don't you think it is time our city fathers were making preparations
to buy or build a water and light plant? The present franchise only has
three years to run now, but this will give Charleston ample tinie to take
steps toward a municipally owned plant. Don't lel us put this important
matter off until the last moment. A great majority ol the most substan-
tial citizens of the city are in favor of the city owning this utility. Qur
experience with the present privately cwned monopoly has been any
thing but satisfactory, We have been given poor service and charged
extortionate rates. The corporation is growing rich at the expense ol Lthe
people.  Last year the gross receipts of the Water and Light Company
were close to $173,000,00, with the extortionate meler rate they are now
charging receipts this year will amount to at least $200,200.00, 1L
stands to reason that the expense of operating and maintaining the plant
would not exceed $50,000.00 a year. At this rate the water and light plan:
would pay the city a net income of $150.000.00 a year, which would bLuild
a plant better than the present system in five years, The {ranchise the
present company are {rying to force the people of Charleston to give them
is out of the gquestion. Iam this age of civic progre=ss no up to date pro-
gressive city would give a corporation a monopoly for thirty vears. Wa
feel confident that our council and city officials will not give this [ran-
chise renewal a thoushi. There is a tendeney on the part of the big
business interest of our city. The Chamber of Commerce, to exhaust the
city’'s finamiee so we will not be able to buy or build a water and lizht
service. They have advocated the issueing of bonds for paving, building
a4 market house, a public library and park, but first let us invest our
money in something that will be a source of revenue to the city and the
proceeds from this will make the other improvemnets without taxing the
people direct for them. Instead of wasting time coasidering the terms
of an unreasonable franchise Iet us devote our time and thought to de-
vising way= and means to establish a water and light plant that wili Le
owned by the city. We are due this mueh to the rising generation, dont
turn the ¢ity over to them in bankruptey and without an asset. It §=
hard to stand for the robbing and unfair oppressive terms tha present
vompany are [lorcing upcn us for three vears yet.
strong hold on the city for thirty more.

Don’t gzive them a

Carbondale Loeal Uniens Nos, 1097 and 501, United Mine Warkers of
America, have each sent us a check for 2100 worth of stock ta the Social
Labor Publishing Company. We assure the memers of these unions our
appreciatfon of this assistance. The Carbondale
most progressive Local Unions in the district.

and National are the
In time of need the mine
workers can depend on the Labor Argns for all the support in their
power.  Our enlnmns are always open to organized labor, and anything
we ean o for its advancement will be done cheerfully,
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THE EIGHT HOUR
DAY IN MILWAUKEE,

By Carl D. Thompson.

The city council of Milwaukee has
Eone on record officiclly establishing
}the eight hour day for all its public
employes, including not only gll la-
borers and mechanics that work for
the city directiy, but also for all who
are employed by any contractar or
sub-contractor doing work for the
city. .-
The ordinance reads as follows:
“AN ORDINANCE fixing the num-
ber of hours which shall constitute
a day's work for laborers, workmen
and mechanics employed upon the
public works of the ecity of Mil-
waukee.
THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
THE CITY OF MILWAUKEE DQ
ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:—
“Section 1. The service and em-
ployvment of all laborers. workmen
and mechanics who are now or may
hereafter be employed by the ’city
of Milwaukee, or by any contractor
or sub-contratcor upon any of the
public works of said city, is hereby
limited and restricted to eight hours
in any one calendar day; provided,
that not less than the current rate of
daily wages in the locality where
Such contract may be performed, Jor
the same or similar services rendered
b¥ such laborer, workmen or me-
chanje shall be paid under the provi-
sions of this ordinance by said city
or by any contractor or sub-coa-
tractor upon any public works of said
city. And it shall be unlawful for
any officer of the city government, or
any such contractor of sub-cantractor,
whose duty igashall be to employ di-
rect, or contr the services of such
laborers, workmen or mechaniecs, to
require or permit any such laborer,
workmen or mechanic to work more
than eight hours in any calendar day
except in case of extraordinary emer-
gency, . - :
“Section™ 2. Any officer of sald
city, contractor or sub-contractor
whose duty it shall be to employ di-
rect or control any laborer workmen
or mechanie employed on any public
works of the city, who shall inten-
tionally violate any provisions of
this ordinance, shall be deemed
guilty of a misdeameanor, and for
each and every offense shall upon
conviction thereof, be punished by a
fine of not less than ten dollars nor
more than fifty dollars, or by im-
prisonment in the house of corre-
ction not more than thirty days, or
by both such fine and imprisomnent
in the diseretion of the court having
jurisdiction thereof;
‘*Section 3. The board of public
works is hereby required to make the
provisions of this ordinance a part of
the specilcatlons of each and every
contract which said board shall here-
after let for the performance of any
public work pursuant to law. And all
contracts not incorporating the pro-
visions of thizs ordinance shall be
null and void.
“Section 4. All contractors and sub-
coatractors violating the provisions of
this ordinance shall forfeit all rights
under their contracts.
**Section 5. This ordinance shall
not apply te existing contracts.
“Section 6. This ordinance shall
take effect and be in force from and
after its passage and pulication.”
This ordinance establishing the
eight hour day is in line with the
policy of the present administration
In Milwaukee which as is well
known, is under the control of the
Socialists, a distinctly working class
movement.
This fight for the ecizht hour day
began years ago, and has been kept
up continuously since 1904, when
the Socialists elected their first rep-
sentative to the city council. 1n that
Year the city was building some big
twenty million gallon engines in
their water works system. The So-
clalists tried to get at resolution pass-
ed providing for the eight hour day
for the men who were employed up-
on this work. The resolution was
adopted and constituted the first vie-
tory for organized labor in this re-
spect,
Later on, in 1906,
car ("DI])]Iﬂﬂi(’E:-' were
chises from the city. The Socialists
opposea the zranting, of these fran-
chises excepl upon condition that tha
company should smploy union labor
and grant their employes an eight
hour day. The provisions were de-
feated, but the Socialists kept up tha
fight for the eight hour day In other
directions.
About the same time an ordinanee
was intreduced in the ecity counell
providing for the general eight hour
day for all public employes,  The
machinist’'s union sent petltions and
resolutions to the city eouncil urginz
the passage of the ordinance, But
the city council was gtill at that time
in the control of the Republicans
and Democrats and they refused to
pass the ordinance, :
Meanwhile the courts had render-
ed decisions adverse to the eight hour
ordinance and thus served to
strenzthen the position of the oppo-
sition.
The Socialists introduced gz reso-
lution to have the case appealed to
the supreme court, instructing the
City Attorney in the matter, This
resolution was adopted. but it seems
that the City Attorney did nothing,
Other measires looking 1o fie
shortening of hours and the retab-

various street
secking fran-
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I The Way to Strike for Unionism is to
DEMAND THE LABEL

SPECIAL ORDER CLOTHING BRAN(;H

ISSUED BY AUTHORITY OF

UNITEP
RHERS

REGISTERED
MADE TO ORDE R

It’s in every Garment we make; it means
union wages PLUS good working condi-
tions. It follows that it also means good
workmanship.

~ TO YOUR MEASURE
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All Suits

All overcoats$] 5 b

There’s a square deal for the working man
in our clethes, whether he be our employee
orour customer. .

No More
No Less

-

The United Woolen
Mills Co.

i “West Virginia’s Greatest Tailors”
Postoffice Square and Gapitol Street

SHOES

The only Shoe made that is inde-
pendent of the leather trust.
No middle men’s profit.

We sell 5.00 Shoes for 3.85.

We sell 4.00 Shoes for 2.95.
We sell 2.50 Shoes for 1.95.

Don’t fail to see our line of boys’

school and men’s winter shoes
before buying.

We can conscientiously say that
we have the best line on the mark-
et for the price we ask.

We have exceptional values in ready made suits

or if you want an International Tailoring Custom
Made Suit leave your order with us.

Respectfully

GEO. ORT
29 Capitol Street.
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